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I.		 Jesus Himself did not manifest the power of God until He had been baptized in the 	
		  Holy Spirit. 

		  A.	 Angels pronounced Him Lord at His birth, but nothing that typified Christ’s 		
				    ministry—preaching, healing, casting out demons—occurred before the Holy Spirit 	
				    descended upon Him like a dove. 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Matthew 3:16-17

		  B.	 Jesus immediately began His ministry after being anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

		  C.	 Many times, the Lord admitted His total dependence upon the Father and the Spirit. 

		  D.	 He did His Father’s will as the power of the Holy Spirit flowed in and through Him—	
				    Father, Son, and Holy Spirit always worked together in complete cooperation. 

		  E.	 God never does anything independently of His Spirit. 

		  F.		 Therefore, welcoming the Holy Spirit into your life is absolutely essential for you to 	
				    experience the victory and abundance God has provided. 

II.	 The disciples were spineless wimps before receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

		  A.	 These men had followed Jesus for three-and-a-half years, observing His miracles, 		
				    hearing His teaching, and experiencing everyday life with Him. 

		  B.	 They exhibited weakness, immaturity, carnal-mindedness, and strife. 

		  C.	 Then the disciples were baptized in the Holy Spirit—“And when the day of Pentecost 	
				    was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there 		
				    came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind...And they were all filled 	
				    with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:1-2 and 4a). 

		  D.	 They instantly transformed into powerful witnesses and testified of Jesus with 		
				    great boldness.

		  E.	 Shortly thereafter, Peter and John healed a lame man in front of the temple and caused 	
				    such a ruckus preaching the Gospel that the religious leaders threw them in jail 		
				    (Acts 3:1-4:3). 

		  F.		 Thousands more believed their message, so the leaders interrogated Peter and John to 	
				    find out what was going on. 
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And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 
And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and 
as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered togethor at 
Jerusalem. And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what 
power, or by what name, have ye done this? 

Acts 4:5-7

		  G.	 Peter boldly confronted the same men who had crucified Jesus! 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he is made whole; Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought 
of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Acts 4:8-12

		  H.	 Peter left them no avenue of escape: Either accept Jesus or reject Him!
	
		  I.		 The same men from whom the disciples once fled were now backing down in the face 	
				    of the disciples’ inspired boldness: 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus. And beholding the man which was 
healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 

Acts 4:13-14

		  J.		 The miracle worked by the disciples completely silenced the religious leaders’ opposition. 

		  K.	 What a difference the baptism in the Holy Spirit makes!

III.	Our Lord’s last words to His followers before ascending were clear instructions regarding 	
		  the Holy Spirit.

		  A.	 Jesus commanded His disciples not to do anything until they had been baptized in the 	
				    Holy Spirit. 

And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence...But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these things, while they 
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

Acts 1:4-5 and 8-9
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		  B.	 Think about how difficult this must have been for the disciples. 

		  C.	 These disciples had incredibly good news—news worth shouting from the rooftops—	
				    but Jesus commanded them to sit on it temporarily. 

		  D.	 Why? They needed the baptism in the Holy Spirit!

		  E.	 It’s absolutely wonderful to be born again and forgiven of your sins, but you won’t be 	
				    an effective witness until you have the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

		  F.		 The Holy Spirit enables you to more fully experience your salvation and to effectively 	
				    share with others the awesome things God has done for you.

		  G.	 Many Christians sincerely love God, but they serve Him in their own power because 	
				    they haven’t been baptized in His Spirit—this results in deadness. 

		  H.	 “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but 	
				    of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3:6). 

		  I.		 When believers try to minister out of their own carnal knowledge and ability—even 	
				    when they say and do the right thing—it just doesn’t carry any spiritual weight.

		  J.		 Jesus Christ Himself testifies and ministers His life through witnesses empowered by 	
				    the Holy Spirit. 

		  K.	 Your Spirit-energized words and deeds will carry weight to positively impact other 	
				    people’s lives for the kingdom of God. 

		  L.	 If both Jesus and the early believers needed to be baptized in the Holy Spirit in order 	
				    to live powerful Christian lives, so do you and I today!
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1.		 True or false: Jesus Himself did not manifest the power of God until He had been baptized 	
		  in the Holy Spirit.
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

2.		 Matthew 3:16-17 says, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 				  
		  straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he 		
		  saw the ____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 		
		  descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 	
		  This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

3.		 When did Jesus begin His ministry?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

4.		 God never does anything how?
		  A.	 Wisely
		  B.	 Independently of His Spirit
		  C.	 Without money
		  D.	 All of the above
		  E.	 None of the above

5.		 Is welcoming the Holy Spirit into your life absolutely essential for you to experience the 	
		  victory and abundance God has provided?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

6.		 What happened after the disciples were baptized in the Holy Spirit?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

7.		 True or false: After healing the lame man in front of the temple, Peter ran away from the 	
		  religious leaders (Acts 4:5-14).
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8.		 What choice did Peter give them?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

9.		 What did the miracle that the disciples worked do (Acts 4:13-14)?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

10.	At His ascension (Acts 1:4-5 and 8-9), what command did Jesus give His disciples?
		  A.	 To preach the Gospel in King James English
		  B.	 To immediately go and preach
		  C.	 Not to do anything until they had been baptized in the Holy Spirit
		  D.	 All of the above
		  E.	 None of the above

11.	What will make you an effective witness?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

12.	Many Christians sincerely love God, but they serve Him in their own 				  
		  ____________________ because they haven’t been baptized in His Spirit—this results in 	
		  ____________________.

13.	When believers try to minister out of their own carnal knowledge and ability—even when 	
		  they say and do the right thing—does it carry any spiritual weight?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

14.	What will your Spirit-energized words and deeds do?
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________
		  ________________________________________________________________________

15.	True or false: If both Jesus and the early believers needed to be baptized in the Holy Spirit 	
		  in order to live powerful Christian lives, so do you and I today!
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And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: [17] And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness, [2] Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did 
eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. [3] And the devil said 
unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. [4] And 
Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God. [5] And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto 
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. [6] And the devil said unto him, 
All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and 
to whomsoever I will I give it. [7] If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. [8] 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. [9] And he brought him 
to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the 
Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: [10] For it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee: [11] And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any 
time thou dash thy foot against a stone. [12] And Jesus answering said unto him, It is 
said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. [13] And when the devil had ended all the 
temptation, he departed from him for a season.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, [19] 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast 
with Jesus of Galilee. [70] But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou 
sayest. [71] And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto 
them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. [72] And again he denied 
with an oath, I do not know the man. [73] And after a while came unto him they that stood 
by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. [74] 
Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the 
cock crew. [75] And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
[2] And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting.

MATTHEW 3:16-17

LUKE 4:1-13

LUKE 4:18-19

MATTHEW 26:69-75

ACTS 2:1-2
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And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls.

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth 
hour. [2] And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 
into the temple; [3] Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 
[4] And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave 
heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. [6] Then Peter said, Silver and 
gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise 
up and walk. [7] And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately 
his feet and ankle bones received strength. [8] And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. [9] And all the 
people saw him walking and praising God: [10] And they knew that it was he which sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at 
that which had happened unto him. [11] And as the lame man which was healed held Peter 
and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly 
wondering. [12] And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why 
marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness 
we had made this man to walk? [13] The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in 
the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. [14] But ye denied the Holy 
One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; [15] And killed the Prince 
of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. [16] And his name 
through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the 
faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. [17] 
And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. [18] But 
those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. [19] Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
[20] And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: [21] Whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. [22] For Moses truly said unto the 
fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; 
him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. [23] And it shall come to 
pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the 
people. [24] Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as 
have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. [25] Ye are the children of the prophets, 
and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy 
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. [26] Unto you first God, having raised up 
his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.
[1] And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees, came upon them, [2] Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached 
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. [3] And they laid hands on them, and put 
them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.

ACTS 2:41

ACTS 3:1-4:3

ACTS 2:4
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And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, [6] And Annas 
the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred 
of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. [7] And when they had set them in 
the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? [8] Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, [9] 
If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole; [10] Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. [11] This is the stone which was 
set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. [12] Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved. [13] Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus. [14] And beholding the man which was healed standing with 
them, they could say nothing against it.

And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
[5] For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. [9] And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, 
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

ACTS 4:5-14

ACTS 1:4-5

ACTS 1:8-9

2 CORINTHIANS 3:6


